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INTRODUCTION 


THIS  valuable  contribution  to  the  scarce  literature  that  is  authentic  on  the  subject  of  mar- 
riages of  the  deaf  includes  two  complete  studies:  First,  there  is  a  graphical  index  of  the 
4,471  marriages  reported  in  Dr.  Edward  Allen  Fay's  work,  "Marriages  of  the  Deaf  in  America," 
that  shows  the  number  of  deaf  and  the  number  of  hearing  in  each  family,  each  marriage  bearing 
the  same  designating  numbers  used  by  Dr.  Fay  in  his  work.  Second,  there  is  a  graphical  study, 
presented  in  the  form  of  301  charts,  of  the  301*  marriages  which  resulted  in  deaf  offspring. 
These  charts  show  the  ancestry  of  the  husbands  and  wives,  the  number  of  children  produced, 
and  how  many  were  deaf ;  how  many  could  hear,  and  the  number  unreported,  whether  deaf  or 
hearing.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  ancestors  are  also  given,  showing,  where  possible,  how 
many  were  deaf,  hard  of  hearing,  and  the  luimlier  unreported,  whether  deaf  or  hearing.  Each 
chart  also  collates  the  information  scattered  through  Dr.  Fay's  book  relating  to  deaf  relatives  in 
collateral  lines  of  descent.  Many  of  these  charts  show  deaf  descendants  during  three  or  more 
successive  generations.  These  graphical  diagrams  and  charts  were  prepared  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Clime, 
of  Washington,  under  the  general  direction  of   Dr.  Bell,  who  has  verified  his  results. 

It  may  prove  of  interest  to  show  the  motives  that  led  to  the  preparation  of  these  charts. 
In  1883  Alexander  Graham  Bell  presented  a  memoir  to  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  en- 
titled "U])on  the  Formation  of  a  Deaf  Variety  of  the  Human  Race,"  in  which  he  showed  that 
under  conditions  then  existing  there  was  a  strong  tendency  in  that  direction,  and  he  offered  sug- 
gestions that  might  aid  in  counteracting  such  a  dire  possibility.  This  valuable  memoir  was  also 
presented  at  the  Fifth  National  Conference  of  Principals  and  Superintendents  of  Institutions 
for  Deaf-Mutes,  held  at  Faribault  July  9-13.  1884. 

Dr.  Edward  Allen  Fay,  editor  of  the  American  Annals  of  flic  Deaf,  and  one  of  the  best 
authorities  in  the  world  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  deaf,  held  that  Dr.  Bell  had  gone  to  the 
extreme  in  declaring  in  his  memoir  that  "the  evidence  shows  a  tendency  to  the  formation  of  a 
deaf  variety  of  the  human  race  in  America" ;  yet  he  acknowledged  that  Dr.  Bell  "certainly  dem- 
onstrates that  the  probability  of  deaf-mute  offspring,  when  one  deaf-mute  marries  another,  or 
when  a  hearing  jjerson  with  deaf  ancestors  marries  a  deaf-mute,  is  much  greater  than  in  ordi- 
nary marriages."  To  settle  the  question,  the  Volta  Bureau  agreed  to  bear  the  expense  of  collect- 
ing, compiling,  and  publishing  such  authentic  information  as  Dr.  Fay  might  secure  in  making 
a  comprehensive  investigation  of  the  subject. 

In  1889  Dr.  Fay  started  an  extensive  inquiry  on  a  broad  basis  to  definitely  ascertain 
whether  marriages  of  deaf  persons  are  more  liable  to  result  in  deaf  offspring  than  ordinary  mar- 
riages ;  whether  marriages  in  which  both  of  the  partners  are  deaf  are  more  liable  to  result  in 
deaf  offspring  than  marriages  in  which  one  of  the  partners  is  deaf  and  the  other  is  a  hearing 
person ;  and  whether  certain  classes  of  the  deaf,  however  they  may  marry,  are  more  liable  than 
others  to  have  deaf  children. 

The  results  of  these  valuable  researches  were  published  by  the  Volta  Bureau  in  1898,  in 
a  large  volume  of  540  pages,  entitled  "Marriages  of  the  Deaf  in  .\merica :  An  In(|uiry  Concerning 
the  Results  of  Marriages  of  the  Deaf  in  America,"  by  Edward  Allen  Fay.  In  the  preface  to  the 
book  the  late  Hon.  John  Hitz,  then  the  Superintendent  of  the  Volta  Bureau,  stated :  "Dr.  Fay's 


*The  work  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  graphical  index  created  a  condition  which  made  it  neces- 
sary to  search  the  original  returns  of  marriage  No.  3308.  A  study  of  the  original  returns  resulted  in  the 
finding  of  a  deaf  child  born  of  this  marriage.  The  number  of  marriages  that  have  resulted  in  deaf  off- 
spring, as  noted  in  the  "Graphical  Index"  and  the  "Graphical  Study  of  Marriages  of  the  Deaf  that  have  re- 
sulted in  Deaf  Offspring,"  will  therefore  total  301  cases,  although  previous  research  work  has  been  based  on 
300  marriages  that  have  resulted  in  deaf  offspring.    The  deductions  are  based  on  300  marriages. 
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undertaking  this  work  as  a  labor  of  love  was  sufficient  assurance  that  it  would  be  conscientiously 
prosecuted  and  rendered  of  unquestionable  value  as  a  basis  for  scientific  deductions."  Copies  of 
this  book  were  presented  to  prominent  libraries  throughout  the  world. 

.  On  page  134  of  his  book  Dr.  Fay  presented  a  statistical  summary  of  some  of  the  results  of 
his  comprehensive  survey  of  the  subject,  and  this  table  is  reproduced  on  the  opposite  page  as  Dr. 
Fay's  Table  No.  XCII.  Therein  he  shows  that  "the  percentages  of  marriages  resulting  in  deaf 
ofTspring  and  the  percentage  of  deaf  children  born  therefrom  indicate  at  a  glance  the  compara- 
tive liability  to  deaf  offspring  of  the  several  classes  of  marriage,"  and  that  "the  extremes  of  lia- 
bility are  found  in  the  two  classes  last  named  in  the  table." 

When  Dr.  Fay's  book  appeared,  Dr.  Bell  felt  that  the  results  tabulated  on  page  134  con- 
firmed the  opinion  he  had  expressed  in  his  memoir  concerning  the  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
deaf  to  reproduce  deaf  offspring,  and  thus  he  was  led  to  follow  up  the  good  work  started  by 
Dr.  Fay  and  make  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  4,471  marriages  of  persons  deaf  from  childhood 
that  are  presented  in  detail  in  Dr.  Fay's  book. 

Dr.  Bell  found  that  in  974  of  the  marriages  no  information  was  obtained  concerning  off- 
spring, while  in  419  cases  the  marriage  took  place  within  a  year  of  the  date  of  report  to  Dr.  Fay, 
so  that  no  offspring  had  then  ajipeared,  and  that  434  of  the  marriages  were  childless  when  re- 
ported to  Dr.  Fay.  Eliminating  these  1,827  marriages  from  the  4,471  recorded  in  Dr.  Fay's  book, 
left  2,6z^4  marriages  of  a  year's  standing  or  longer  to  be  analyzed ;  for  the  children  recorded  were 
the  offspring  of  only  these  2.644  marriages. 

The  total  number  of  children  recorded  was  6,782 ;  of  these  588,  or  8.66  per  cent,  were 
deaf.  These  588  deaf  children  were  the  offspring  of  only  302  of  the  marriages.  Now,  the  sum- 
mary table  shown  on  page  134  of  Dr.  Fay's  book  does  not  give  the  total  number  of  children  born 
of  these  marriages,  but  Dr.  Bell  found  these  details  available  in  the  appendix  to  Dr.  Fay's  book. 
After  discarding  two  of  the  marriages  (which  resulted  in  three  deaf  children  and  "several" 
hearing  children),  because  the  total  number  of  children  born  was  not  stated,  he  found  the  fol- 
lowing totals : 

Marriages  resulting  in  deaf  offspring 300 

Total  number  of  children  born i>044 

Number  of  deaf  children 585 

Proportion  deaf 56  per  cent 

In  other  words,  from  these  300  marriages  that  rcstilted  in  deaf  offspring  more  than  half 
of  the  children  born  xccrc  deaf. 

Another  development  worthy  of  note  is  that  of  these  2,642  marriages  analyzed  the  aver- 
age number  of  children  per  marriage  in  the  300  marriages  that  resulted  in  deaf  offspring  was 
3.48,  while  an  average  of  only  2.44  per  marriage  was  reported  in  the  2,342  marriages  resulting  in 
no  reported  deaf  offspring. 

Fred  De  Land, 
Superintendent,  Volta  Bureau. 
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Table  XCII  in  Fay's  "Marriages  of  the  Deaf  in  America" 
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KEY  TO  THE  SYMBOLS   USED   IN   THE      GRAPHICAL  INDEX 


•  Deaf  person. 

O  Hearing  person. 

•  Partially  deaf  person. 

O  Not  stated  whether  person  was  deaf  or  hearing. 
—  Information  complete. 
. .  No  information. 


The  V'olta  Bureau  has  the  original  data  compiled  by  Dr. 
Edward  Allen  Fay  and  used  in  his  valuable  work,  "Marriages 
of  the  Deaf  in  America,"  concerning  4,471  marriages  of  per- 
sons deaf  from  childhood,  based  on  information  supplied  by 
the  respective  families,  with  details  concerning  ancestors  and 
deaf  relatives.  Much  of  this  material  is  of  a  confidential 
nature.  Thus  it  cannot  be  thrown  open  to  the  general  public ; 
'but  the  Volta  Bureau  welcomes  earnest  investigators  and  will 
(afford  free  access  to  all  the  material,  under  suitable  restrictions, 
relating  to  the  use  of  names,  etc. 
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GRAPHICAL  INDEX  EMBODYING  ONLY  THE  301 
MARRIAGES  OF  THE  DEAF  THAT  RE- 
SULTED IN  DEAF  OFFSPRING. 

The  following  Index  shows  the  number  of  hearing  chil- 
dren, of  deaf  children,  and  of  children  unreported  whether 
deaf  or  hearing  in  each  family. 
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GRAPHICAL  STUDY  OF  MARRIAGES  OF  THE  DEAF 
THAT  RESULTED  IN  DEAF  OFFSPRING. 

The  following  301  Charts  consist  of  studies,  in  graphiod 
form,  of  the  marriages  of  the  deaf  that  resulted  in  deaf  off- 
spring, presenting  in  detail  the  ancestry  and  deaf  relatives  of 
husbands  and  wives,  etc. 
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